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INTRODUCTION. 


Much  is  said  at  present  concerning  Poland  and  her  people.  The 
discussions  are  focused,  principally,  on  the  oncoming  war  of  Poland 
with  Russia.  That  war  is  possible,  very  possible  indeed. 

However,  no  matter  when  or  how  it  occurs,  the  accounts  of 
Russia  with  her  neighbors  are  not  settled!..  Because  of  these  unsettled 
accounts,  the  fire  might  burst  through  the  thin  surface  at  any  mo- 
ment. That  smouldering,  dormant  force  must  finally  flare  up,  be- 
cause of  the  ethnographical  boundaries  of  Russia,  which  was  partition- 
ed (Bessarabia,  White  Russia,  Volyn,  Podolye,  etc)  by  her  Allies, 
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Russia,  who  laid  down  in  the  Carpathians,  for  the  liberation  of 
the  Carpatho-Russians,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  her  people,  cannot, 
and  she  should  not,  recede  an  iota  from  the  demands  proclaimed  in  the 
treaty  of  Minister  S.  D.  Sazonoff  with  the  Coalitional  governments,  in 
1916.  One  of  these  demands  requests  the  reunion  with  Russia  of  Car- 
patho-Russia,  known  in  history  under  the  historical  and  geographical 
names  of  “Red  Russia”,  “Russia  Rubra”,  “Rothrussland”. 

The  Carpatho-Russians  in  Galicia,  Bukovina  and  Northern 
Hungary  suffered  more  than  the  unfortunate  Belgians.  Because  of 
the  lost  blood,  prisons,  gallows  and  the  completely  ruined  land  her 
people  call  out,  demanding  their  right  and  privilege  to  determine  their 
own  future. 

American  reader!  Please  dedicate  to  this  unfortunate  people  a 
few  minutes  and  carefully  and  thoughtfully  read  the  interview  of  the 
undersigned  Publisher  with  Dr.  D.  Markoff,  President  of  the  “Americ 
an  Relief  Committee  for  Carpatho  - Russians”.  In  this  pamphlet  You 
will  see  the  Golgotha  through  which  the  Carpatho-Russian  people  pas- 
sed for  its  freedom  and  democracy. 

P.  G.  KOHANIK,  Publisher. 


March,  1920,  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn ’a. 
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Pictures  from  the  Hapsburg 
‘^Prison  of  Nations” 


Recently  there  arrived  at  New  York,  from  Paris,  Dr.  D.  A. 
Markoff,  the  head  of  the  Carpatho-Russian  delegation  to  the  Peace 
Conference,  former  member  of  the  Vienna  Parliament  and  of  the  Ga- 
lician Diet  in  Lemberg.  Together  with  him  came  Dr.  A.  G,  Beskid, 
former  member  of  the  Hungarian  Parliament  in  Budapesht  and  a de- 
legate to  the  Peace  Conference,  and  Dr.  D.  N.  Vergun,  a professor  of 
the  University  of  Moscow,  both  Carpatho-Russians  by  descent.  They  all 
have  represented  the  interests  of  the  Carpatho  - Russians  at  the  Peace 
Conference  at  Paris.  Early  in  the  War,  Dr.  Markoff  was  sentenced 
by  an  Austrian  court-martial,  at  the  direct  order  of  Emperor  Franz- 
Joseph,  do  death  by  hanging.  After  intercession  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  Franz- Joseph  commuted  the  death  sentence  into  life  imprison- 
ment.. After  three  years  in  the  subterranean  dungeons  of  Theresien- 
stadt,  Dr.  Markoff  was  liberated  from  prison,  upon  the  collapse  of 
Austria,  to  go  as  plenipotentiary  representative  of  the  Carpatho  - Rus- 
sians to  plead  the  cause  of  his  people  before  the  Peace  Conference. 

The  Editor  of  the  “SVIT”  had  an  extended  interview  with 
Dr.  Markoff,  who  spoke  willingly  about  his  homeland  and  its  tribula- 
tions, the  contents  of  which  is  reproduced  below. 


Who  are  the  Carpatho-Russians  ? 


“ We,  the  Carpatho-Russians,  are  Russians  of  Little-Russian 
stock,  numbering  about  5 million  persons.  (There  are  at  present  about 
one  million  Carpatho  - Russian  immigrants  in  North  America).  In 
Europe  we  inhabit  as  a solid  mass  a portion  of  former  Austria  - Hun- 
gary; a considerable  part  of  Galicia;  a half  of  Bukowina,  in  the  North 
and  West,  and  the  Northeastern  part  of  former  Hungary,  along  the 
Carpathian  Mountains  to  the  North  and  South.  The  principal  ri- 
vers flowing  through  the  fertile  lands  of  my  country  are  the  Dniester, 
the  Bug,  the  San,  the  Tissa,  the  Sereth  and  the  Prut,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Dunayetz  and  the  Poprad. 


The  Natural  Wealth  of  Carpatho-Russia 


“The  country  is  noted  for  its  natural  resources.  Aside  from 
salt  beds,  it  has  very  rich  oil  wells,  known  throughout  Europe,  locat- 
ed principally  in  Eastern  Galicia  (in  the  districts  of  Drohobych,  Bory- 


3 


slav,  Skodnitza  and  Tustanovichi).  Recently  they  have  begun  to 
mine  coal  as  well  in  Galicia.  There  are  other  minerals,  of  which  the 
production  of  ozokerit  (or  soil-wax)  deserves  mentioning.  . In  South 
ern  Carpathia  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained  by  gold  and 
silver  seekers  shortly  before  the  War. 

“The  Carpathian  Mountains  are  completely  covered  with  fo- 
rests, virgin  forests  all.  They  are  full,  to  this  day,  with  prowling  fa- 
mous “ Carpathian’ ’ bears,  — not  inferior  in  size  to  the  American  griz- 
ly  bears,  reindeer,  wolves  and  other  beasts. 


Ethnography  and  History  ol  Carpafho-Rnssia. 


“Our  language  is  Russian.  Our  church  and  liturgical  litera- 
ture is  written,  like  in  Russia,  in  the  ancient  Russian  language.  The 
masses  of  the  people  speak  the  Russian  language  with  a little-Russian 
accent,  and  its  relation  to  the  Russian  language  is  about  the  same  as  the 
dialect  of  Provence  relates  to  the  literary  French  of  Moliere  and  Ra- 
cine- The  educated  class  speaks  and  writes  not  only  in  the  Little- 
Russian  dialect,  but  is  fond  of  employing  in  speech  and  writing  the  li- 
terary Russian  language  of  Pushkin,  Tourgeneff  and  Tolstoy. 

“The  Little-Russians  occupy  a place  of  honor  in  Russian  class- 
ical literature  (Gogol,  Korolenko,  Nemirovich  - Danchenko  and  many 
others),  as  well  as  in  its  scientific  literature.  In  addition  to  the  cele- 
brated historiograph,  Professor  Kostomaroff,  the  author  of  a famous 
historic  work  about  the  Cossacks  and  popular  rule  in  Russia,  in  the 
Russian  language,  there  have  been  a great  many  other  Little  - Russian 
historians  and  philologists.  Russian  science  fairly  bristles  with 
Little  Russian  names:  Maximovich,  Potebnia,  Sreznevsky,  Zschitezky, 
Philevich,  Budilovich,  etc.  Among  these  a prominent  place  belongs  to 
natives  of  Carpathian  Russia  (Baludiansky,  Logy,  Venelin,  Orlie,  the 
brothers  Kukolniki,  Golovatzky,  Petrushevich). 

Carpathian  Russia  was  ruled,  until  the  end  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
by  an  appenaged  prince  of  the  house  of  Rurik.  This  dynasty  ruled  over 
all  Russia  prior  to  the  Romanovs,  and  the  specific  name  of  this  prin- 
cipality was  Halich  - Vladimir,  which  bore  allegiance  to  the  .Grand 
Duke  of  Kiev,  and  later  to  the  Grand  Dukes  of  Moscow. 

“Carpathian  Russia  occypying  at  the  South  - West  of  Russia 
the  most  advanced  frontier  of  Russian  lands  was  compelled  to  defend 
civilization  against  numerous  nomadic  Mongolian  tribes  from  the  East, 
pricipally  the  Tartars.  The  Carpatho  - Russians  have  more  than  once 
saved  Western  Europe  from  Mongolian  desolation.  In  memory  of 
the  rivers  of  their  blood  shed  upon  the  Carpathian  hills  and  the  stag- 
gering Mongolian  conflagrations,  the  Carpatho-Russians  have  named 
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their  land  “Purple  Russia’ ’,  and  this  has  remained  their  country’s  his- 
toric name  ever  since. 

In  spite  of  all  these  disasters  Russian  culture  was  in  full  flo- 
wer in  our  land  in  those  ages.  The  first  Russian  book  — the  Bible- 
was  printed  in  our  country  at  Lvov  (Lemberg),  the  capital  of  Galicia, 
by  Ivan  Fedorov.  He  lies  buried  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Onufrius 
at  Lvov.  He  was  truly  our  Russian  Guttenberg.  Similarly  the  first 
Russian  grammar  was  printed  in  Galicia,  by  a Carpatho  - Russian,  Me- 
lety  Smotritzky-  The  first  All-Russian  Metropolitan  at  Moscow  was 
a Carpatho-Russian,  Peter  Ratnensky,  from  Eastern  Galicia. 

In  a word,  the  Russian  language,  Russian  literature  and  Rus- 
sian culture  in  general,  is  the  product  of  the  mutual  labors  of  all  the 
Russian  tribes;  the  Great  Russians,  White  Russians  and  Little  Rus- 
sians to  whom  the  Carpatho  - Russians  belong.  In  the  councils  of  Rus- 
sia’s reformer,  Peter  the  Great,  there  have  sat  a number  of  prominent 
men  from  Little  Russia  and  Carpatho-Russia. 


What  is  “The  Ukraine9’? 


“Having  drifted  somewhat  afield  into  ancient  history  which 
may  have  little  interest  to  present-day  Americans,  I wish  to  say  now  a 
few  words  regarding  the  very  newest  movement  among  one  section  of 
Little  Russians  in  the  South-West  of  Russia,  namely,  the  so-called 
“Ukrainian  movement”.  It  may  be  of  some  realistic  and  practical 
interest  to  Americans,  who  are  not  familiar  with  sentiments  of  extreme 
nationalism,  to  get  a glimpse  of  how  political  and  national  movements 
are  being  prepared  posthaste  in  our  Europe,  the  seething  caldron  of 
nationalistic  ambition  and  chauvinism-  You  may  observe  from  this  U- 
krainian  movement  to  what  extremes  party  and  political  chauvinism 
may  lead  to  at  times. 

“During  the  War  the  ‘ Ukrainian’  question,  all  of  a sudden,  became 
a burning  problem  upon  the  chess  board  of  Europe.  I have  already 
mentioned  that  Russians  of  the  borderlands  have,  during  the  course  of 
their  history,  been  forced  to  wage  battles  against  invasions  of  nomadic 
tribes,  particularly  of  Mongolian  and  Turanian  origin.  The  most 
bitter  combats  were  fought  in  Southwestern  Russia,  in  the  Dnieper 
Basin,  along  the  lower  parts  of  the  Danube  and  along  the  shores  of  the 
Black  Sea  (Crimea).  These  territories  were  covered  with  sparsely- 
settled,  primitive  steppes,  which  were  being  regularly  raided  by  Tar- 
tars and  Turks.  These  would  at  times  break  through  these  steppes 
into  cultured  provinces,  would  lead  off  their  populations  into  captivi- 
ty to  be  sold  in  the  slave  markets  of  the  Levant.  The  men  would  be 
consigned  to  Turkish  galley  - ships  and  would  end  their  lives  in  hard 
labor  in  irons;  their  good  - looking  women  would  find  a place  in  the 


harems  of  the  Turkish  vizirs  and  pashas,  while  their  young  children 
would  be  brought  up  as  yanytchars  (Turkish  picked  forces).  A po- 
pular legendary  poem  sings  about  the  first  wife  of  the  Turkish  Sul- 
tan Suliman  the  Second.  She  was  a Carpatho-Russian  girl  from  East 
ern  Galicia  (Rogatin  district),  and  her  name  was  Maria  Boguslavka. 
The  Mongolian  nomads  frequently  raided  such  cities  like  Kiev,  Lvov, 
Vladimir,  setting  the  torch  to  everything  and  taking  away  with  them 
gold  and  other  valuables-  In  a word,  the  peaceful  population  of  these 
border  lands  suffered  greatly  on  account  of  these  raids.  To  defend 
these  provinces  volunteer  military  detachments  were  formed  who  kept 
up  an  incessant  war  with  these  nomadic  hordes.  These  knights  were 
named  Cossacks.  Their  only  occupation  was  war,  their  only  proper- 
ty their  mounts  and  arms  with  which  they  never  parted,  even  during 
their  sleeping  hours.  The  Cossacks  were  splendid  riders  somewhat 
like  North- American  cowboys.  Little  by  little  troops  settled  all  along 
the  borderlands  of  the  Russian  State,  and  these  frontier  provinces 
were  called  in  Russian  “okraina”  lands  or  the  Ukraina. 

“Such  “okraina”  ,or  borderlands  have  arisen  not  only  in  Eu- 
ropean Russia  (the  lands  of  the  Don,  Ural,  Kuban  and  Terek  Cos- 
sacks), but  in  Siberia  as  well  (the  lands  of  the  Trans  - Baikal,  Pre-A- 
mur,  Ussurian  and  other  Cossacks).  The  biggest  “okraina”,  the 
theatre  of  the  most  obstinate  battles  was  the  “okraina”  (Ukraina)  on 
the  Dnieper  (the  Governments  of  Chernigov,  Poltava,  Ekaterinoslav 
and  part  of  Kiev).  One  of  the  most  celebrated  Cossack  hetmans  was 
a Carpatho-Russian  from  Eastern  Galicia,  Peter  Konashevich  Sagai- 
dachny.  Gradually  there  grew  up  a Cossack  republic  which  was  wag- 
ing an  obdurate  fight  against  clerical  - feudal  Poland.  It  is  import 
ant  to  note  here  that  during  the  same  time  Northeastern  Russia  had 
fallen  under  the  domination  of  the  Tartars,  Southwestern  Russia,  to- 
gether with  Carpatho  - Russia,  has  fallen  for  a long  time  under  the 
rule  of  Poland.  This  is  how  it  came  about  that  Cossacks,  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  country,  were  fighting  the  Poles.  After  the  brilliant 
victories  of  the  Cossacks  over  the  Poles  under  hetman  Bogdan  Khmel- 
nitzky,  the  greater  part  of  Southwestern  Russia  became  united  to  the 
Russian  State  (in  1654). 

These  historic  memories  of  the  Cossack  republic  and  certain  di- 
alectic peculiarities  of  the  Little  Russian  language,  which  is  being  used 
in  addition  to  the  Russian  literary  language,  by  some  Little  - Russian 
writers,  have  served  as  a political  basis  for  the  enemies  of  Russia.  The 
relations  between  Russia  and  Austria-Hungary  and  Hungary  were 
not  of  the  best  since  the  days  of  the  Berlin  Congress.  There  was  a 
menace  of  war  between  Russia  and  Austria-Hungary  during  the  eight- 
ies of  the  last  century.  Austria  began  to  build  frontier  fortresses, 
among  these  the  famous  Przemysl  fortress  in  Eastern  Galicia-  Dur- 
ring  that  same  time  the  late  German  Chancellor,  Bismark,  began  to  dis- 
play interest  in  the  Little  - Russians,  not  only  those  who  were  living 


within  the  confines  of  Austria  - Hungary,  but  also  those  inhabiting 
Southwestern  Russia.  The  famous  German  philosopher  H ar  t m an 
published  a book,  at  the  suggestion  of  Bismark,  on  “Two  Centuries  of 
German  Politics”.  Hartman  in  his  book  councels  Austria  - Hungary 
to  endeavor  to  weaken,  at  all  cost,  the  national  and  political  entity  of 
the  Russian  State,  and  advises  the  splitting  of  Russia  into  two  States : 
Northern  and  Southern,  the  latter  to  be  named  — the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Kiev  (Grossfurstenthum  von  Kiev).  An  unheard  of  propaganda  on  the 
part  of  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany,  in  the  interest  of  the  separa- 
tion and  estrangement  of  the  Little  Russians  from  Russia,  was  launch- 
ed. This  propaganda  was  conducted  among  the  Little  Russians  in- 
habiting parts  of  Austria-Hungary,  i.  e.  the  Carpatho  - Russians,  and 
during  r e c e nt  years  it  was  carried  over  to  Southern  Russia.  The 
Germans  and  their  agents  were  publishing  books  even  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  the  authors  of  these  were  attempting  to  convince  the  world 
that  the  Little  Russians  do  not  belong  to  the  Russian  nation,  but  com 
stitute  a new  nation  — “Ukrainian”, 

Parallel  with  this  political  propaganda,  a religious  propaganda 
for  the  purpose  of  spreading  of  Catholicism  among  the  Little  Rus- 
sians was  set  on  foot.  Carpatho  - Russia,  under  the  hammer  of  Au- 
stria and  Germany,  naturally  became  the  Piedmont  of  the  new  politic 
al  “Ukrainian”  movement,  the  principal  aim  of  which  was  the  detach- 
ment of  the  so-called  Ukraine  from  Russia  and  the  creation  of  a new 
State  under  the  sceptre  of  the  Hapsburgs.  It  may  be  stated  in  passing 
that  a Wilhelm  Hapsburg  was  put  in  charge  of  some  Ukrainian  - Gali- 
cian troops,  and  that  it  was  contemplated  that  these  “Ukrainian” 
sharpshooters  proclaim  him,  in  the  event  of  a successful  termination  of 
the  War,  as  king  of  the  “Ukraine”. 


Persecutions  of  Carpatho-Russians 
During  the  War. 


“In  spite  of  the  intensive  Ukrainian  (anti- Russian)  propaganda 
in  Carpatho-Russia  conducted  by  Austria  - Hungary  and  Germany, 
this  agitation  did  not  take  deep  root  among  the  masses  of  the  Carpatho- 
Russian  people  within  the  confines  of  former  Austria  - Hungary.  The 
Carpatho  - Russian  peasantry  has  remained  firm  and  loyal  during  the 
World  War  not  only  to  Russia,  but  to  the  other  Allies  as  well.  The 
Austro  - Hungarian  Government,  as  if  foreseeing  such  a state  of  mind 
among  the  masses  of  the  Carpatho  - Russian  peasantry,  has  adopted 
measures  worthy  of  the  disciples  of  Ignatius  Loyola.  Ten  days  be- 
fore Austria  - Hungary  had  declared  war  against  Russia,  on  July  25, 
1914,  a secret  order  was  already  issued  by  the  Austrian  Premier, 
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Count  Stuergkh,  subsequently  assasinated  by  the  Socialist  Fritz  Ad- 
ler. containing  an  order  to  close,  on  the  day  of  the  declaration  of  mo- 
bilization, of  all  “Russophile”,  Carpatho  - Russian  Societies  and  to 
confiscate  their  property.  On  the  basis  of  this  secret  order,  on  July  31, 
1914,  five  days  before  war  against  Russia  was  declared,  all  our  societies 
(banks,  cultural  - educational  clubs,  cooperatives,  social  clubs,  , read- 
ing rooms,  athletic  and  political  organizations)  were  closed  down  and 
their  property  confiscated.  On  that  same  day  mass  - arrests  of  Carpa- 
tho - Russians  were  ordered,  and  no  less  than  38,000  men  and  women 
were  placed  in  prison  in  Galicia  and  Bukowina  within  ten  days,  up  to 
August  10,  1914.  The  leaders  and  political  workers  of  the  Carpatho- 
Russians,  of  the  educated  classes,  with  Allied  sympathies,  have  filled 
practically  every  prison  of  Austria  and  Hungary.  Thousands  of 
persons  were  forced  to  leave  for  Hungarian  and  German  districts, 
where  they  were  placed  in  concentration  camps.  While  in  transit 
these  sufferers  had  to  undergo  a veritable  Calvary.  Not  only  peas- 
ants, but  persons  of  education  as  well,  (lawyers,  professors,  physicians 
and  clergymen,  among  these  frequently  men  of  70)  were  kept  in  irons 
and  led  about  under  military  convoy.  Austrian  officers  and  noncom- 
missioned officers  would  spit  in  the  faces  of  these  martyrs,  and  the 
soldiers  were  constantly  beating  them  with  the  butts  of  their  riffles, 
often  to  death,  in  an  endeavor  to  prove  their  abject  fealty  to  the  Haps- 
burgs.  These  migrations  in  freight  cars  to  points  of  destination  of- 
ten took  weeks  without  food  or  even  water.  Many  women,  children 
and  old  men  perished  during  these  transportations  from  sheer  exhaus- 
tion. On  the  cars  there  were  displayed  signs  — ‘For  Russophiles-Trai- 
torsh.  There  was  an  instance  of  a car  with  the  drawing  of  a gallows  and 
the  picture  of  Nicholas  II  alongside  of  it.  It  is  quite  conceivable  that 
such  signs  would  enrage  the  anti  - Allied  population  through  which 
these  cars  were  passing,  and  frequently  mobs  would  break  into  these 
cars,  assaulting  and  often  killing  their  unfortunate  inhabitants. 

The  life  of  these  sufferers  in  the  internment  camps  beggars  de- 
scription. The  speech  of  the  Checkh  deputy  Stribrny,  in  the  Vien- 
na Parliament  describes  the  horrible  situation  of  the  Carpatho  - Rus- 
sians interned  at  Thalerhoff,  in  Styria,  Austria,  most  adequately.  In 
that  camp  there  have  perished,  early  in  1915,  in  the  course  of  three 
months,  3,800  peasants  and  63  priests.  It  was  also  proven  that  many 
persons  have  been  done  to  death  in  that  camp  by  rifle  butts.  Of 
course,  these  crimes  by  Austrian  officials  were  not  only  never  punished 
but  were  never  even  investigated.  Those  of  the  leading  men  and  women 
among  the  Carpatho-Russians  who  escaped,  by  luck  or  oversight,  pris- 
on of  the  internment  camp,  were  left  to  suffer  but  a short  while.  The 
bullet  of  a Magyar  honved  (cavalry  man),  or  the  bayonet  of  an  Austri- 
an gendarme  took  the  place  of  inquest  and  trial.  Such  executioners 
were  frequently  rewarded  with  medals  and  even  money.  Thus,  for 
instance,  there  were  shot  among  others,  in  the  cities  of  Gorlicz  and 
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New  Sandetz  the  two  brothers  the  priests  Sandovich.  The  following 
fact  may  serve  as  an  eloquent  example  of  how  the  Austrian  and  Ma- 
gyar soldiery  treated  their  unfortunate  victims.  It  happened  at 
Przemysl,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1914.  A transport  of  arrested  Carpa 
tho-Russians  consisting  of  42  persons,  was  passing  through  Francis- 
can Street.  Behind  them,  by  chance,  happened  to  be  a troop  of  Ma- 
gyar cavalry.  A drunken  vagrant  called  the  attention  of  the  troop 
commander  to  the  fact  that  “Russian  spies’ ’ were  being  transported, 
(of  course,  a malicious  lie).  The  officer,  thereupon,  ordered  his  troop- 
ers to  break  into  the  cars,  filled  largerly  with  men  and  women  students, 
Carpatho  - Russians,  and  these  were  sabred  into  pieces  practically  to 
a soul.  Only  three  were  left  alive  to  testify  of  this  bloody  outrage 
later,  in  1916,  in  a court.  Among  those  killed  were  the  son  and  da- 
ughter of  a school  mate  of  mine,  the  clergyman  Ignatius  Mokhnatzky- 


My  Years  in  an  Austrian  Prison 


“You  may  be  interested  to  know  how  the  Austrian  authorities 
have  treated  me.  As  a member  of  the  Austrian  Parliament  I was 
supposed,  according  to  Austrian  law,  to  enjoy  immunity  from  arrest, 
and  could  not  be  detained  without  preliminary  permission  by  Parlia- 
ment. But  there  was  no  other  law  in  Austria  - Hungary,  but  that  of 
brutality  and  barbarity.  On  mobilization  day  (five  days  before  the 
war  against  Russia  was  declared),  on  July  31,  1914,  I was  going  on  a 
train  from  Lvov  to  Vienna.  I was  arrested  at  the  Przemysl  station,  and 
transported  to  the  military  prison  at  Vienna.  There  I spent  a full 
year  in  solitary  confinement,  in  the  well  - known  to  Vienna  citizens 
“Devil’s  Tower”.  My  cell  was  six  foot  long  and  three  foot  wide.  Dur- 
ing the  first  two  months  of  my  sojourn  I was  permitted  to  read  books, 
but  after  Austria  had  lost  the  battle  under  Lemberg  and  the  greater 
part  of  Galicia  was  occupied  by  Russian  troops,  my  fate  changed.  A 
special  guard  was  placed  at  my  cell;  my  books  were  taken  away  from 
me  as  well  as  my  writing  materials.  The  only  occupation  left  to  me  was 
to  span  for  days  the  length  and  the  width  of  my  cell,  and  in  this  condi- 
tions I spent  ten  months,  until  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1915.  Hav- 
ing lost  the  battle  under  Lemberg  owing  to  his  own  generally  known 
poor  leadership,  the  chief  of  the  Austrian  General  staff,  Baron  Von 
Hoetzendorf  decided  to  ascribe  the  guilt  for  this  lost  battle  to  would  be 
“traitors”  and  Carpatho  - Russians  and  myself,  as  one  of  the  leaders 
of  Russophile  party.  Deputy  Kurilovich,  Deputy  Sienik,  and  myself 
were  tried  by  a court  - martial,  not  so  much  for  the  “treason”  of  my 
compatriots,  as  for  the  failures  of  the  Austrians  on  the  Galician  battle 
fields.  The  accusing  protocol  against  me  was  not  a statement  of 
facts,  falling  within  the  ramifications  of  the  criminal  law  of  the  land, 
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but  rather  a poorly  gotten-up  political  pamphlet  dealing  with  the  act 
ivity  of  the  Carpatho  - Russian  organization,  almost  from  the  days  of 
1848.  We  were  finally  sentenced  for  our  ‘activities’  and  for  ‘Russo- 
phile  convictions’  after  a trial  of  three  months  at  Vienna,  to  death  by 
hanging.  The  military  party  headed  by  Archduke  Friedrich  and 
General  Von  Hoetzendorf  were  insisting  upon  the  carrying  out  of  this 
sentence-  The  intercession  of  the  King  of  Spain,  however,  prevented 
our  execution. 

On  New  Year’s  day  of  1916,  Emperor  Franz  Joseph  commuted  our 
death  sentence  to  life  imprisonment,  and  we  were  transferred  to  the 
dungeons  of  the  military  prison  at  the  ancient  fortress  of  Theresi- 
enstadt.  These  dungeons  are  located  under  ground  and  are  surround 
ed  by  deep  ravines  and  canals.  Only  prisoners  condemned  to  a slow 
and  sure  death  were  usually  being  sent  there.  I found  there,  among 
others,  nine  young  Serbs,  who  participated  in  the  assassination  of  the 
Austrian  heir  to  the  throne,  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand,  at  Sarayevo, 
in  1914.  Among  these  there  was  the  principal  participant  of  that  as- 
sassination, the  youthful  college  student,  Prinzip,  by  whose  hand 
Franz  Ferdinand  and  his  wife,  the  Duchess  Hohenberg  were  slain. 
These  Sarayevo  conspirators  were  largely  young  boys  under  the  age  of 
twenty.  In  spite  of  the  Austrian  statutes  all  of  them  were  kept  un- 
der special  severe  circumstances:  in  dark  subterranean  cells,  in  solita- 
ry confinement,  without  any  occupation  or  work,  and  cut  off  from 
communication  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  Their  contact  with  out- 
side life  consisted  in  a half  hour’s  walk  daily  in  the  prison  court 
yard  under  special  guard.  Small  wonder  that  out  of  these  nine 
seven  died  while  I was  there,  and  only  two,  Gabrilovich  and  Romano- 
vich, have  remained  alive.  — The  latter,  a student  of  the  Lyceum  of 
Pedagogy,  after  wain  pleading  for  a transfer  to  the  general  camera, 
has  caused  injury  to  his  own  eye  in  order  to  attain  this  transfer.  This 
attempt  cost  him  his  eye,  and  shortly  afterward  he  lost  his  mind  and 
was  transferred  to  a madhouse  at  Prague,  where  he  died. 

My  fate  was  somewhat  more  lenient.  The  last  weeks  of  my  so- 
journ in  prison,  where  there  were  confined  more  than  1,300  persons, 
most  of  them  Carpatho-Russians,  our  prison  was  swept  by  famine  and 
starvation  which  caused  daily  deaths  of  10  to  15  persons. 

At  the  last  critical  hours,  when  my  strength  was  rapidly  wan- 
ing, the  Slav  members  of  the  Austrian  parliament  demanded  from  the 
new  Emperor  Karl  amnesty  for  all  former  members  of  Parliament 
who  were  languishing  in  jails,  among  these  for  the  present  ministers 
of  the  Czecho  - Slovak  Republic,  Dr-  Karl  Kramarz  and  Vazlav  Klo- 
fach.  Emperor  Karl,  who  was  already  at  that  time  less  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Wilhelm,  granted  the  amnesty,  and  the  innocent  Slav 
leaders  thus  found  their  liberty. 
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The  Aim  of  Our  Visit  to  America. 


“As  is  known  there  are  about  a million  Carpatho-Russian  immi- 
grants in  America.  The  greatest  part  of  them  have  already  become  A- 
merican  citizens.  Recently  they  held  a national  congress,  third  in  num- 
ber, in  New  York  City,  to  which  I have  been  invited  by  them.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  Congress  wras  the  framing  of  a protest  against  the  action 
of  the  Peace  Conference  at  Paris  in  having  handed  over  the  Carpatho- 
Russians  to  be  governed  by  Poland  for  twenty-five  years,  in  having  re- 
fused to  accept  the  expression  of  the  popular  will  of  Carpatho  - Russia 
through  a plebiscite,  the  results  of  which  were  unfavorable  for  Poland. 
In  view  of  the  present  conditions  of  Russia,  with  which  the  Carpatho- 
Russians  desire  to  become  united  again,  the  Carpatho  - Russian  dele- 
gation at  the  Peace  Conference  demanded  from  the  Conference  that 
the  Russian  districts  of  Bukowina  and  Galicia  be  placed  under  an  in- 
ternational commission  with  an  American  governor  at  the  head. 

The  next  reason  for  the  Carpatho  - Russian  Congress  and  our 
participation  in  its  deliberations  is  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  Car 
patho  - Russian  population  in  Galicia-  The  continuous,  five-years- 
old  ravages  of  war  in  Galicia,  have  transformed  the  Carpatho-Russian 
population  into  skeletons  and  the  entire  country  into  a graveyard. 
Cold,  hunger,  and  epidemics  are  carrying  off  daily  thousands  of  vict- 
ims. In  many  districts  the  people  still  inhabit  trenches  and  huts, 
and  are  feeding  on  moss  and  roots.  The  American  Commission  which 
has  visited  these  territories  has  fully  confirmed  these  facts.  We  hope 
that  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  American  public,  who  are  so  res- 
ponsive to  human  appeals,  will  come  to  the  aid  of  this  unfortunate 
land.  The  Carpatho  - Russians  have  always  found  sympathy  for  them- 
selves in  America,  and  the  Carpatho-Russian  delegation  has  always 
found  support,  until  recently,  for  their  political  aspirations”. 


Addendum  to  Article  by  Dr.  Markoff.  Austrian 
and  Hungarian  Brutalities. 


In  reply  to  a question  by  the  Editor  of  the  “SVIT”,  Dr.  Mar- 
koff related  the  following  additional  details  about  the  savagery  prac- 
ticed by  Austro  - Hungarian  officials  and  troops. 

“I  represented  in  the  Vienna  Parliament,  for  nine  years,  sever- 
al districts  located  along  the  Russian  border.  In  course  of  the  first 
days  of  the  War  not  a single  village  in  these  districts  was  spared  from 
the  barbarities  perpetrated  by  the  Austro  - Hungarian  soldiery.  In 
August  1914  there  were  hanged  in  the  village  of  Stoyanov,  without 
trial,  at  the  order  of  an  Austrian  captain,  11  persons  ; in  the  village 
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of  Skomorokhi  — 14,  most  of  them  young  women  and  men.  These  acts 
were  commited  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  all  those  who  have  not 
been  transported  to  the  various  internment  camps  from  displaying  any 
sympathy  towards  the  Allies. 


These  summary  executions  were  carried  out  with  remarkable 
brutality.  Hanging  was  the  most  frequent  method  of  murder,  and 
shooting  were  rather  rare.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  gallows,  most  of 
these  hangings  were  made  from  trees,  usually  in  front  of  the  city  or 
village  hall,  and  the  corpses  would  later  be  exhibited  for  several  days 
in  conspicuous  places  such  as  the  public  market,  etc.  Frequently 
the  mothers,  wives  and  the  children  of  the  victims  were  compelled 


to  be  present  during  the  executions.  Only  in  the  bigger  cities  were 
the  arrested  tried  by  courts-martial  which  would  usually  last  several 
days,  and  the  executions  in  such  cases  would  be  carried  out  upon 
hastily  put-up  gallows,  in  the  court-yards  of  the  prisons.  In  the  pri- 
sons the  hangings  were  carried  out  by  regular  executioners,  and  in  the 
smaller  places  by  non-commissioned  officers.  I have  personally  met 
later,  in  the  Theresienstadt  Prison,  an  Austrian  cavalry  officer,  Baron 
von  Aigner,  who  boasted  that  he  had  personally,  with  the  aid  of  a ser- 
geant, hanged  16  persons  in  the  settlement  of  Ugertzi,  near  Lvov,  with- 
out trial.  This  Baron  von  Aigner  was  subsequently  jailed,  upon  the 
discovery  that  he  had  embezzled  100,000  crowns  from  army  funds  dur- 
ing the  war. 

I have  still  seen  in  1918  the  remains  of  the  gallows  built  by  the 
Austrians  in  various  places  in  Galicia.  Among  others  I have  seen  two 
gallows  in  the  city  of  Yaslo;  in  the  cities  of  Przemysl,  Sokol,  Gorodok, 
Gribov  and  Gliniany  hanging  took  places  from  lamp  posts  and  trees, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  these  towns  have  pointed  out  to  me  the  various 
spots  from  which  these  murders  were  committed.  Several  photo- 
graphic reproductions  of  these  gallows  and  the  mass  executions  have 
appeared  at  that  time  in  our  press. 


Gallows  built  by  the  Austrians  for  hanging  Carpatho-Russians. 


The  shootings  were  carried  out  frequently  near  a river.  Men 
and  women  would  be  lined  up  in  files  and  shot  down  like  fowl.  These 
executions  were  based  either  upon  the  political  opinions  and  convicti- 
ons of  the  victims,  or  the  suspicion  of  alleged  political  disloyalty  to 
the  Austrians,  and  upon  information  supplied  by  the  dregs  of  society 
in  the  employ  of  the  secret  service  of  the  Austrian  General  Staff.  For 
such  informations  these  individuals  would  receive  monetary  rewards, 
a fact  established  at  Vienna  in  1918,  at  a sensational  political  trial. 
At  that  time  Austria  - Hungary  was  ruled  already  not  by  that  old- 
cynic  Franz  - Joseph,  but  by  the  young  emperor  Karl. 


The  Environs  in  Theresienstadt  Prison 


“Even  before  the  War,  Austrian  prisons  were  far  from  modern, 
and  the  Austrian  legal  system  in  general  was  in  a dilapitated  state. 
The  Austrian  prisons  had  no  separate  sections  for  political  prisoners. 
Even  before  the  War  an  educated  “criminal,,J  jailed  frequently  for 
an  incautious  article,  was  compelled  to  share  the  same  cell  with  a mur- 
derer who  had  cut  the  throat  of  some  rich  person.  If  the  conditions 
in  the  civil  prisons  were  irrational  and  outdated,  the  situation  in  the 
isolated  military  prisons,  where  the  rays  of  public  criticism  could  not 
penetrate,  could  easily  be  imagined.  The  military  prisons  in  former 
Austro-Hungary  were  usually  located  in  old,  midieval  fortresses.  They 
were  surrounded,  as  a rule,  by  deep  ravines  filled  with  water  from  adj- 
acent rivers;  the  cells  were  of  the  type  of  subterranean  dungeons,  cover 
ed  with  a layer  of  soil  four  meters  deep.  The  administrator  of  such 
prison  was  invariably  a retired  military  officer,  and  they  would  be, 
as  a rule,  picked  from  men  who  were  not  fit  for  regular  service  and 
who  were  noted  for  their  cruelty.  In  reality  ,the  true  masters  in 
these  fortress  prisons  were  some  non-commissioned  officers.  These, 
as  a rule,  recognized  no  laws  or  morals,  and  having  little  regard  for 
the  right  of  private  property,  they  would  only  strive  to  enrich  them- 
selves from  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  feeding  and  the  clothing  of 
the  prisoners. 

In  the  Theresienstadt  prison  where  I was  confined  there  was  in- 
stituted at  one  time,  subsequent  to  some  anonimous  information  sup- 
plied by  one  of  the  prison  food  contractors,  an  inquiry  at  the  order  of 
the  Minister  of  War.  One  day  a military  prosecutor  suddenly  appeared 
at  the  prison  who  conducted  a very  strict  search  of  all  the  prison 
guards  (Profossen).  The  search  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  four 
bags  of  coffee  in  the  possession  of  the  chief  guard  Seitz;  of  several 
bags  of  sugar  in  the  hands  of  another  guard,  Fempel,  and  of  a consid- 
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erable  amount  of  coal  in  the  possession  of  a third  guard.  Seitz  was 
sentenced  to  four  years  and  Fempel  to  two  years  of  prison,  yet  these 
sentences  were  carried  out  only  after  the  young  Emperor  had  ascended 
the  throne.  Small  wonder,  therefore,  that  we  have  never  received  any 
sugar,  that  our  cells  were  not  being  heated  for  weeks  during  the  winter 
of  1916-1917,  and  that  in  the  place  of  coffee  we  would  always  get  a 
certain  dreadful  mixture  of  pulverized  chestnuts. 

In  addition  to  that,  a horrible  famine  overtook  our  prison  to- 
ward the  end  of  1916  and  in  1917.  Therefore  our  food  consisted  prin- 
cipally of  beans  and  peas.  In  1915  and  1916  we  used  to  receive  twice 
or  three  times  a week  a small  piece  of  meat.  Towards  the  end  of 
1916  we  were  deprived  not  only  of  meat  but  even  of  beans  and  peas. 
Our  principal  item  of  food  became  corn-flour  mixed  with  hot  water, 
with  some  cabbage  and  parsnips  as  a rare  viand.  In  the  Spring  of  1917 
even  corn-flour  was  eliminated,  and  we  were  fed  exclusively  on  com- 
mon field  redishes  which  before  the  War  was  only  raised  as  food  for 
cattle  in  Galicia.  No  wonder  that  prisoners  with  weaker  constitu- 
tions perished  like  so  many  flies  during  those  days. 

In  the  winter  of  1916-1917,  the  severest  winter  within  my  memo- 
ry, when  for  four  months  the  temperature  never  fell  below  14-22  Reo- 
mer  degrees,  our  cells  were  not  heated  until  the  month  of  December. 
Even  after  that  they  were  not  heated  daily,  and  according  to  my  re- 
collections, they  only  had  some  heat  during  30-40  days  of  the  entire 
winter.  Frequently  we  used  to  go  to  sleep  in  our  clothes,  and  would  lie 
awake  for  hours  covered  up  with  our  rags,  until  our  numb  bodies 
would  relax  somewhat-  Once  there  arrived  from  Vienna  a certain 
General  to  inspect  the  prison.  After  we  had  complained  to  him  about 
the  awful  cold  that  prevailed  in  our  cells,  he  issued  an  order  that  pri- 
soners be  allowed,  under  special  guards,  to  cut  down  the  small  trees 
and  the  underbrush  surrounding  the  prison  for  fuel.  All  of  us  went 
to  the  task,  but,  unfortunately,  the  wood  lasted  only  for  a few  days. 

The  health  conditions  in  the  prison  can  hardly  be  discussed.  On- 
ly upon  the  outbreak  of  the  epidemic  were  the  authorities  ordered  to 
give  the  prisoners  hot  showers.  Ordinarily,  however,  baths  were  only 
permitted  once  a month,  and  in  a cold  room  in  winter  at  that!  Just 
before  my  liberation  many  of  the  prisoners  could  not  even  enjoy  the 
half-hour’s  promenade  allowed  them  daily  in  the  prison  yard  owing  to 
their  exhaustion.  Each  day  several  prisoners  would  be  carried  out 
in  a famished  condition  to  the  adjoining  military  hospital  where 
they  would,  as  a rule,  die  after  a day  or  two. 

The  behavior  of  the  prison  officials  was  utterly  cruel.  Any 
person  who  dared  to  criticize  their  attitude,  or  to  display  dissatisfac- 
tion, was  punished  severely.  A dark  cell  for  two  weeks  or  month  was 
a customary  punishment.  It  was  a frequent  occurence  that  the 
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guards  would  beat  up  those  confined  to  the  dark  cells  with  blood-curd- 
ling brutality.  They  were,  of  course,  somewhat1  afraid  to  leave 
marks  on  my  body  through  beating,  yet,  nevertheless,  during  my  so- 
journ in  Theresienstadt  Prison,  I have  spent  three  days  in  dark  cell, 
was  sentenced  three  times  to  a “hard  bed”  (bare  boards)  and  was  dep- 
rived of  rations  three  times. 

The  treatment  accorded  to  the  unfortunate  Saraievo  conspi- 
rators, the  young  Serbs  who  had  assassinated  the  heir  to  the  Austrian 
throne  and  his  wife,  a treatment  far  worse  than  the  one  meted  out  to 
me,  could  not  fail  to  make  a terrible  impression.  Smitten  in  chains 
these  men  looked  to  me  like  a group  of  living  skeletons.  Even  some  of 
the  military  physicians  were  distinctly  cruel.  My  comrade,  the  jurist, 
Dr.  Dragomiretzky,  could  not  walk  from  exhaustion.  When  he  com- 
plained, in  1915,  to  the  prison  physician  Dr.  Prinz,  the  latter  replied: 
“What  do  you  want  to  be  treated  for?  All  you,  Carpatho-Russians, 
ought  to  hang  anyway,  and  it  serves  you  right  at  that!”. 
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